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Executive Summary 
 
The Kansas City Chapter of ITE (KCITE) marked its ninth full year as an organization in 
2012. KCITE further established itself in 2012 as the organization of choice for 
transportation professionals in the Kansas City metropolitan area. The bi-monthly 
chapter meetings were well-attended, presented a variety of topics and offered 
networking opportunities for professionals in both the public and the private sectors. 
KCITE also focused on providing multiple training options for its membership, offering 
the chance to increase professional knowledge and earn professional development 
hours. The KCITE Board continues to be excited about the chapter’s future and credits 
the success of the chapter to the hard working individuals who have made a positive 
impact by forming such a strong chapter base. 
 
The chapter boundaries were established in 2003 to include the major cities within a 70-
mile radius of Kansas City. This resulted in a total of 14 counties within the chapter area 
– seven (7) in Kansas and seven (7) in Missouri. In addition to Kansas City, the cities of 
Lawrence, Topeka and St. Joseph were also included in the chapter boundaries. The 
inclusion of these nearby cities offers the opportunity for representatives from agencies, 
institutions and companies throughout the metropolitan area to be fully involved in a 
local connection to ITE. In addition to the local agencies, institutions and companies, the 
KCITE chapter also includes the University of Kansas (KU) and the University of 
Missouri – Kansas City (UMKC). The presence of local student ITE chapter enables the 
KCITE chapter to foster and assist these student chapters, which has been an ongoing 
goal of the organization. 
 
In 2012, the chapter continued allocating money for student chapter sponsorships as 
well as the support of activities increasing youth awareness of the engineering 
profession. The student collegiate chapters that can benefit from the sponsorships are 
the KU and UMKC student chapters. The KU chapter has seen good staff support and 
continues to grow. The UMKC chapter has unfortunately seen limited student 
involvement and the lack of staff support. KCITE continues to reach out to both 
organizations to provide support. The budget that is allocated to student sponsorships 
covers things such as free annual membership to the chapter, free attendance to the 
chapter meetings and reimbursement of transportation needed to attend chapter 
activities.  KCITE also supported students at our January Chapter meeting where 
two area graduate students gave interesting and informative presentations about 
their research. 
 
For the past three years, KCITE has sponsored the Great Plains (Kansas and Missouri) 
Future City Competition where students of 6th, 7th and 8th grades participate in a 
national competition to build a future city. The chapter has awarded the KCITE 
Innovation in Transportation Award to the team that shows innovations in 
transportation in the creation of their team’s future city. The chapter scholarship 
funds make possible continued support of students while increasing awareness of the 
transportation profession.  
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The Chapter continued to provide a web-based resource for members to more easily 
access meeting schedules and other information regarding the chapter. The website is 
updated on a regular basis and includes information such as meeting announcements, 
officers, history, technical committees, governance, past meetings and presentations 
and, when applicable, information on candidates during chapter elections. The website 
is located at www.kcite.org. The chapter currently provides most of the meeting 
materials electronically to its membership thereby saving resources where possible.  
 
This year the Board of Direction researched ways to improve the KCITE website for the 
benefit of our members. The Board explored several different options and evaluated 
proposals from web developers. The Board decided to use the services of a vendor 
called StarChapter to improve our website next year. The new website will provide 
better service to chapter members and facilitate processing of documentation, meeting 
registration, collection of fees and other services.  
 
In 2012, the Excellence in Transportation Award was awarded at the July chapter 
meeting. Each year the award is presented to an organization (government agency, 
legislative body, consulting firm, industry and other private-sector organization) in the 
categories of transportation planning, operations and facilities located within the 
Chapter boundaries. 
 
The 2012 recipient of the annual award was HNTB, KDOT, and Johnson County 
Transit for the “I-35 Bus on Shoulder” project. This project has a positive impact on 
public transportation and congestion mitigation in our region. 
 

In April 2012 KCITE began assisting MOVITE by co-sponsoring the MOVITE 2013 
Spring Meeting, which will be held in Kansas City on April 24 to 26, 2013. The 
entire local arrangements committee for the meeting consists of KCITE members, 
several of which are also Board members.  
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1. Administration 
 
KCITE Chapter is governed by three elected officers, two Board Directors and the Past 
President, which constitute the Chapter Board of Direction. The Board of Direction 
consists of three officers positions; President, Vice President, and Secretary/Treasurer,  
two director positions; Member Director and Affiliate Director and the Past President. 
Each year a chapter member is elected for the board to occupy the position of Member 
Director and every two years an affiliate member is elected for the position of Affiliate 
Member Director. Elections are conducted every year during the month of November 
and candidates for the Director positions are open for any member or affiliate member 
of the private or public sector. The following year the Member Director is moved to 
Secretary/Treasurer Officer Position, the Affiliate Member Director serve two-year 
terms, and the Officers positions move up to the next officer position until becoming 
Past President. 
 
In 2011, both director positions were up for election. The Member Director was to be 
elected among the membership of the private sector and Affiliate Member Director from 
an affiliate member of the public sector. The 2012 elections were held in mid November 
and early December of 2011 and were administered by the Secretary/Treasurer through 
a commercial, on-line election service. The online election process was originally set up 
to ensure that each vote would be confidential and that no person could vote more than 
once. The Board continues to successfully use the on-line voting process and 
anticipates that future elections will be handled in this fashion. In year 2012, Mike 
McKenna, Affinis Corp., was elected to serve as Member Director and Chris Lockey, 
City of Kansas City, MO was elected to serve as Affiliate Director.  
 
In mid November of 2012, KCITE conducted elections for the year 2013. This year the 
position of Member Director was up for election from the public sector and the position 
of Affiliate Member Director was on its second term, therefore this position was not up 
for election. Kendra Stevenson, Kansas Department of Transportation was elected as 
Member Director for the 2013 Board of Direction. 
 
 

2. Chapter Officers 
 

Position 2012 2013 

President Jeff Wilke Joe Blasi 

Vice President Joe Blasi Raymond Webb 

Secretary/Treasurer Raymond Webb Mike McKenna 

Member Director Mike McKenna Kendra Stevenson 

Affiliate Director Chris Lockey Chris Lockey 

Past President Lideana Laboy Jeff Wilke 
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2012 KCITE Board of Direction 

From Left: Ray Webb, Joe Blasi, Jeff Wilke, Lideana Laboy, Chris Lockey, and Mike McKenna  
 
 

3. Arrangements Committee 
 
The Arrangements Committee is a standing committee that is chaired by the Vice-
President and includes the Affiliate Director and six (6) Chapter members who serve 
staggered two-year terms. The Arrangements Committee is responsible for the 
selection of topics for chapter meeting presentations, contacting speakers for those 
topics and arranging meeting venues.  This year the arrangements committee was 
challenged with increasing fees for venues and lunches. Despite the challenging times 
in our economy, the committee worked hard to keep meeting costs within a standard 
rate and affordable cost to our members, thereby maintaining meeting costs within 
budget while providing fine meeting locations and excellent technical topics. 

 

2012 Arrangement Committee Members 

Joe Blasi – Vice President 

Chris Lockey – Affiliate Director 

Jared Miller 

Mathew Parker 

Kevin McCurdy 

Kristen Skinner 

Charlotte Lewin 

Brian Geiger 
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Arrangement Committee members on duty and snacking after duties 

Left: Chris Lockey and Brian Geiger  Right: Kevin McCurdy and Matt Parker 
 
 

4. Training Committee 
 
The Training Committee is a standing committee that is chaired by the Member Director 
and includes six (6) Chapter members who serve staggered two-year terms. The 
Training Committee is responsible for the selection of topics for additional training 
events held separate from the chapter meetings and for the coordination of 
sponsorships, presentations and the arrangement of the meeting venues for these 
training events. 
 

2012 Arrangement Training Members 

Mike McKenna – Member Director 

Ronnie Williams 

Vivek Goswami 

Hillary Fellows 

Mandy Anderson 

David Church 

Kendra Stevenson 
 
 

5. Budget and Dues Structure 
 
The annual dues for 2012 remained at $10 each for chapter members and chapter 
affiliates. Students can become members for free with an advisors support and are 
encouraged to do so. In 2012, the chapter had four student affiliates. With the addition 
of the designation of lifetime membership to the KCITE by-laws and policy manual in 
2009, lifetime members are also offered free membership. The chapter did not have a 
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lifetime member in 2012. The income from annual dues is used to support the various 
operations of the Chapter. 
 
The 2012 budget was approved by the Board of Direction in late 2011 and by the 
chapter meeting attendees on January 12, 2012. The original philosophy of the Board 
has been and remains to be that chapter meeting costs be fully supported by the fees 
charged for each meeting. The funds from annual dues have been used to support the 
other operations of the Chapter for items such as election costs, web site development 
and maintenance costs, door prizes, speaker gifts and awards. A copy of the 2012 
KCITE budget and proposed 2013 budget is included in the Appendix of this report. 
 
 

6. Membership 
 
In 2012, we experienced a slight decrease in membership.  Even though membership 
numbers have stayed fairly consistent the past few years, with the current economy we 
have seen the movement of members out of the metro area to find employment. 
Therefore, it is no surprise to see a small reduction in membership.  We have also seen 
a decrease in employer support, with more members having to pay meeting fees 
without reimbursement and attend meetings without employer support. In addition, in an 
era of doing more with less, employees are finding less time to participate in 
professional activities outside the workplace. We attribute the relocation and job 
changes of members as well as a decrease in support from employers and increase on 
employee’s demands to the decrease in membership from the highs of 2007/2008.  
 
As an organization, a total membership of over 100 members is our goal, representing a 
large number of the local professionals. We continue to encourage student membership 
as well and this year we got more participation from students either by attending 
meetings or directly participating as speakers in a Chapter meeting.  We actually 
increased student membership year and meeting participation this year. The KCITE 
Board is constantly looking at options to increase student participation. As the economy 
improves we hope to see membership numbers increase as professionals find steady 
employment again. Additionally, as public agencies regain funding and the market 
improves for private consultants we hope the support for employees to attend 
organizations such as ours improves. 
 

Membership 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 

Total KCITE Members 112 123 121 119 147 138 120 121 98 70 

Chapter Members 71 78 84 75 86 81 77 78 73 65 

Chapter Affiliates 37 43 32 39 53 57 43 43 25 5 

Lifetime Members 0 2 1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Student Affiliates 4 0 4 5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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7. Financial Statement 
 
The KCITE Financial Statement is a summary of the income and expenses that the 
Chapter incurred during the year. The statement includes all financial transactions from 
the end of 2011 to end of 2012. The 2012 Annual Financial Statement is included in the 
Appendix and is summarized below. 
 

2012 Financial Statement Summary 

Beginning Balance as of 12/31/2011 $8,227.62 

2012 Total Income  $9,402.42* 

2012 Total Expenses $8,258.01 

Ending Balance as of 12/31/2012 $9,372.03* 

KCITE FEIN: 33-1083149 
* Amount includes $1,655.80 reserved in a scholarship account  
 

 

8. Meetings 
 
KCITE typically holds chapter meetings six (6) times a year on the second Thursday of 
every other month during the months of January, March, May, July, September, and 
November. Meeting locations vary and are sometimes dependent upon the meeting 
topic. The Arrangements Committee also strives to hold meetings in various parts of the 
chapter area to encourage attendance by all members regardless of location in the KC 
Metro area. 
 

Chapter Meeting Total 
Members & 

Affiliate Members Students Non-Members 

January 12, 2012 65 53 2 10 

March 8, 2012 66 52 4 10 

May 10, 2012 65 56 0 9 

July 12, 2012 50 30 0 20 

September 9, 2012 73 59 0 14 

November 8, 2012 56 50 0 6 
Average 

Attendance 62.5 50 1 10 

Average Percentage of Membership Attending Each Meeting 55.8% 
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9. Meeting Summary 
 
A summary of the meeting notices is included in the Appendix of this report. The 
chapter meeting notices and photos taken during each meeting are also included in the 
Appendix. The meeting dates, locations, speaker(s), topics and PDH’s awarded for 
each meeting are included below. 
 

Chapter Meeting Location Speaker Topic PDH’s

January 12, 2012 
Gates Bar-B-Q Kansas 

City, MO 
Cheryl Bornheimer (KU) 

Daniel Karkle (KSU) 
Graduate Student 
Research Projects 

1 

March 8, 2012 
Cinzetti’s Rest 

Overland Park, KS 
Kip Strauss (HNTB) 

David Schwartz (KDOT) 
Managed Lanes 1 

May 10, 2012 
Adams Pointe Golf 

Club, Blue Springs, MO
Dave Nichols (MODOT) I-70 Toll Road 0.5 

July 12, 2012 
Black on Burlington 

Kansas City, MO 
Dr. Paul Atchley (KU) 

Laurel McKean (MODOT) 
Distracted Driving 1 

September 9, 2012 
Wil Jenny’s 

Overland Park, KS 

Matt Spencer (HNTB) 
Luke Kaspar (MODOT) 
Jacob Wilson (MODOT) 
Ron Schikevitz (Burns & 

Mc Donnell 
Mike Wahlstedt 
(TranSystems) 

Kansas City 
Diverging Diamond 

1 

November 8, 2012 
DNR Office 

Lee’s Summit, MO 
Ron Effland (MODOT) 

New Americans with 
Disabilities Act 

(ADA) Requirements 
1 

 
 

10. Student Chapter Activities 
  
KCITE supports two local student chapters. The KU chapter is an established student 
chapter and had been actively participating in chapter meetings and KCITE-sponsored 
training opportunities. KU students were also involved with the 2010 spring MOVITE 
meeting, serving on planning committees, volunteering at the meeting, and attending 
trainings.  
  
UMKC students and staff worked to start a chapter a few years ago, however with staff 
and student transitions we have not seen growth of the UMKC chapter. The engineering 
program is small and getting faculty support and student interest in a student 
organization has been difficult. KCITE continues to reach-out to the University and to 
offer students and faculty to attend meetings and get involved with KCITE. We hope 
that in the future a stronger student chapter can be established and that our chapter can 
continue support of those students. 
 
The budget that is allocated to student sponsorships covers things such as free annual 
membership to the chapter, free attendance to the chapter meetings and 
reimbursement of transportation needed to attend chapter activities. KCITE also offers 
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all training activities to students, often for no cost. To obtain free members, students are 
asked to fill out a membership formed by a faculty advisor.  
 
In 2012, there were four student affiliates registered as members of KCITE’s 
organization. We only had 2 students participating as speakers during the January 2012 
meeting and others attended the meeting in March. We feel that participation on 
Chapter meetings is often in conflict with student school schedules However, KU 
chapter is pretty active on campus. We support this increased activity on campus (the 
student chapter meets regularly) and provide assistance as requested through speaker 
coordination and professional representation at meetings as requested. 
 
KCITE also supported students at our January Chapter meeting where two area 
students were invited to present their research. Cheryl Bornheimer (KU) and Daniel 
Karkle (KSU) gave interesting and informative presentations. The meeting was well 
attended and several members gave positive feedback about the quality of the 
presentations. 
 

 
Graduate Students Research Project Presentation (January 12, 2012) 

Cheryl Bornheimer (KU) and Daniel Karkle (KSU) 
 

In addition to support of the local collegiate chapters, the KCITE board continues to 
investigate ways to encourage and educate youth regarding opportunities in 
transportation and traffic related fields. KCITE continues to be a sponsor for the Future 
City competition. The Future City competition is for sixth, seventh and eighth grade 
students in the Great Plains region. The students develop a City using SimCity, write an 
essay, build a physical model, and present to judges the day of the competition. The 
KCITE board has sponsored from the last three years an award that recognizes a 
student team that best exemplifies an innovative transportation system in their future 
city. The competition was held in early 2012, and KCITE is proud to continue its 
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involvement with this project. KCITE constantly seeks opportunities such as this to 
encourage the engineering profession to local youth. Funding for this sponsorship is in 
part available due to the support of MOVITE and sharing of the profits from the spring 
2010 MOVITE meeting, hosted by KCITE. 
 
 

11. Community Awareness and Involvement Activities 
 
The fifth annual KCITE food drive was held during the July chapter meeting. We 
collected 166 cans of food for our community which is an increase from the previous 
years’ collection. The food that was collected was donated to Harvesters, the Kansas 
City’s food bank. To encourage the membership to participate, those donating food 
were provided a meeting discount. Additionally, a friendly competition was encouraged 
between the member agencies. The agency/company that donated the largest 
amount of food per person was Olsson Associates that brought 82 cans and 
Jeremy Stretz leading the pack with 22 cans individual donation. Special thanks 
was extended to all of our members for making this event such a great success, and the 
KCITE Board plans to continue to make this an annual event.  
 
 

12. Technical Activities 
 
KCITE hosts training opportunities throughout the year. Training locations vary and are 
dependent upon current interest within the KCITE community. KCITE uses web 
seminars sponsored by ITE and other professional organizations such as ASCE and 
FHWA to meet our annual training goal. Sponsorship of training events from public 
agencies and private companies is encouraged to minimize expenses and is often 
offered at no cost to the attendee.  
 
In 2012, we noticed a lesser number of original web seminars available for group 
training opportunities. We are noticing that some web seminars are provided free of 
cost, so they are easily accessible from personal computers. Therefore, our members 
may chose to listen to web seminars directly from their office. As web seminars are 
more accessible from personal computers, we see the need to plan for more workshop 
type training activities. Therefore, we focused our training efforts from web seminars to 
more workshops/speaker type of training opportunities. 
 
In house training often requires more planning time and preparation, therefore this year 
we only offered two training opportunities. These were equivalent to a total of 4 PDHs. 
As the training committee shifts gear toward more on hands presentation we expect to 
offer more opportunities for KCITE members and affiliates to obtain higher number of 
PDH's per year, through the sponsored training and partnership with other 
organizations. A summary of the training opportunity notices is included in the Appendix 
of this report. 
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Date Title PDH’s
No. of 

Attendees Location Sponsors

July 19, 2012 
Kansas Correctional 

Industries Facility  Tour (KCI) 
2 16 

KCI 
Lansing, KS 

KCI 

November 29, 2012 
Advance SIMTRAFFIC 

Modeling 
2 19 

GBA 
Lenexa, KS 

GBA & 
KCITE 

 
 

13. Awards Program 
 
In 2004, the Chapter established the KCITE Excellence in Transportation Award that is 
presented annually to an organization(s) for an outstanding transportation project in the 
chapter area. The award is structured very similarly to the award sponsored by 
MOVITE. In 2012, the eighth recipient of the KCITE Excellence in Transportation Award 
was the team of HNTB, KDOT and Johnson County Transit for the “I-35 Bus on 
Shoulder” project recently implemented in Kansas City area. 
 
The I-35 Bus on Shoulder project started running in January of 2012 as an enhanced 
bus service along I-35 linking Johnson County with downtown Kansas City,, Missouri. 
The bus on shoulder features bus running on the shoulder during the morning and 
evening peak hours from 95th Street to Johnson/Wyandotte County line. Buses run on 
shoulder when traffic on I-35 has slowed to less than 35 mph, thus bypassing 
congested areas as a maximum of 10 miles per hour over the traffic on the highway. 
This project is an excellent example of regional improvement in transit opportunities and 
congestion mitigation in the metro area. A copy of the Call for Nominations 
announcement is included in the Appendix of this report. 
 

 
2011 KCITE Excellence in Transportation Award Plaque 



14 
 

14. Chapter Website 
 
The KCITE board has continued to focus on the chapter website and development of a 
source for members and non-members to find information on local activities. The 
website is utilized to publicize all chapter meetings, training activities, and other events. 
Visitors to the site can find chapter meeting agendas, minutes, presentations, board and 
committee member listings, contact information for board members, and other 
information. 
 
During 2012, the website was operated by the members of the Board of Direction with 
support from the web master Gnani Mahalingam. The board continues to support a 
single e-mail address, info@kcite.org, for all communication between Board of Direction 
and members. This e-mail address is being used to contact membership regarding 
chapter activities, collect registrations for chapter events, and provide a single point of 
contact for those interested in more information regarding KCITE. 
 
The KCITE board is continually looking for ways to better serve our membership, to 
most efficiently use the funds we have available, and improve chapter operations. As 
such, this year the Board researched ways for improving the KCITE website for the 
benefit of our members. The Board explored several different options and evaluated 
proposals from web developers. 
 
At the December Board meeting, it was decided to use the services of a vendor called 
StarChapter for updating the website and provide more services to our members. Some 
of the changes members will notice include the following. 
 

 Each member will have a username and password to log on to the website 
 Chapter meeting registration will be done through the website 
 Outlook appointments can be created for chapter meetings 
 Chapter meetings and membership dues can be paid for using a credit card 
 Elections will be conducted using the KCITE website 
 New format for the website and e-mails. 

 
The new website will debut in 2013. 
 
 

15. Coordination with MOVITE 
 
KCITE as an organization is in a unique situation as we encompass not only multiple 
local jurisdictions (City’s) but also two states. With membership on both sides of the 
state line we have the opportunity to work with both the Missouri and Kansas directors 
who coordinate and provide a direct link to MOVITE. Both Mike Wahlstedt (Missouri) 
and Guy Alon (Kansas) have worked with the Board to inform us of MOVITE activities, 
offer support, and gather ideas of how MOVITE can assist KCITE (and KCITE support 
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MOVITE). We look forward to continuing this relationship and assisting the directors in 
achieving their goals. 
 
One significant way that KCITE is assisting MOVITE is by co-sponsoring the MOVITE 
2013 Spring Meeting, which will be held in Kansas City on April 24 to 26, 2013. The 
entire Local Arrangements Committee (LAC) for the spring meeting consists of KCITE 
members, several of which are also Board members. The meeting planning process 
began in April of 2012. 
 
In 2012, KCITE Chapter was awarded the 2011 Chapter of the Year by MOVITE. The 
award was presented at the 2012 Fall MOVITE Meeting in Lawrence, Kansas. KCITE 
Board of Direction was honored to receive this award. The Board is thankful for the 
support of committee members, volunteer speakers, sponsors and members, who made 
that possible.  
 
 

 
2012 Fall MOVITE Meeting – Chapter of the Year Award 

From Left: Mike McKenna, Joe Blasi, Jeff Wilke, Lideana Laboy, and Cheryl Lambrecht 
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